
 

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

12TH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2026, 9:30AM 



 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
612 Division St.  |  La Crosse, WI  |  608.782.3468 

֫ ֫ ֫ ܥ Տ ֒ յ ս Ӌ ֪ ԡ Տ յ ս Ժ ֒ ֊ ԛ ӷ յ Ӌ Յ ө ԛ ֒ յ ө ԛ ܥ Յ ӷ ֊  
“Our mission is to make the love of Christ known 
to all as we worship, serve and grow together.” 

 

——————————————————————–———————————————————-———- 
 

All are welcome in this church! The Good News of God’s grace  
Is for all,  regardless of age, abilities, physical & mental health,  

race, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression,  
education, income or strength of faith. There is nothing we do,  
have done or will do that can separate us from the love of God. 

God makes no exceptions, nor do we. Come join us in praise, 
prayer and the work of our Lord, including ongoing work  

for racial equity in our Church and in the world.  
 

Joanne Richmond, Senior Pastor—pastor@oursaviorslutheranchurch.net 
Lois Losby, Financial Secretary—finance@oursaviorslutheranchurch.net 

Sandra Schultz, WCC Coordinator—wccloset@oursaviorslutheranchurch.net 
Mary Ender Stutesman, Music Coordinator & Organist—stuteswoman@gmail.com 
Jessica Zinniel, Associate Lay Minister—youthfamily@oursaviorslutheranchurch.net 

Thomas Haag, Organist   |   Dr. Eddie Kim, Pianist   |   Colin Stiemke, Guitarist 
Liz Bahr, Cantor  |  Judi Winkler, Custodian 

 

Welcome, visitors! We’re glad you are here! We are delighted you have 
chosen to worship with us today. We will share holy Communion; you are 
welcome to participate. 
 

We would like to be in touch with you! Visitors—please use the Live Stream 
‘Attendance Info Form (www.allarewelcome.org under the Live Stream tab) 
today. Members—you only need to fill them out once a year when you receive 
Holy Communion. In addition, use the form for prayer requests, hymn 
requests, to get the monthly newsletter, to give us address changes, or for any 
communication with the office or pastor.  
 

If you need hearing assistance, ask in the church office for our special 
devices.  If you need assistance with the live stream, please call 608.782.3468 
or join us on the phone live stream at 1.877.552.3468 (toll-free). 
 

+FOR OUR WORSHIP TODAY+ 
Presiding Minister: Pastor Joanne Richmond 

Preacher: Pastor Dione Stepanek, Assistant to the Bishop 
AV Ministry Team: Asa and Fox Zinniel 

Cantor: Liz Bahr 
Coffee Fellowship: Picnic Potluck 

Organist: Thomas Haag 



 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

PRELUDE                                   Beach Spring                                   Gerhard Krapf  

 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                         ELW p. 94 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God,  

to whom all hearts are open,  

all desires known,  

and from whom no secrets are hid:  

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love you  

and worthily magnify your holy name,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 



 

 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us.  

We confess that we have turned from you  

and given ourselves into the power of sin.  

We are truly sorry and humbly repent.  

In your compassion forgive us our sins,  

known and unknown,  

things we have done and things we have failed to do.  

Turn us again to you,  

and uphold us by your Spirit,  

so that we may live and serve you  

in newness of life through Jesus Christ,  

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy,  

loved us even when we were dead in sin,  

and made us alive together with Christ.  

By grace you have been saved.  

In the name of + Jesus Christ,  

your sins are forgiven.  

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 



 

OPENING HYMN           Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service           ELW #712 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GREETING                                                                                                   ELW p. 98 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

 

God our Creator in heaven,  

have mercy upon us. 

 

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,  

have mercy upon us. 

 

God the Holy Spirit, true comforter,  

have mercy upon us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HYMN OF PRAISE       Oh, Praise the Gracious Power       ELW #651 vs. 1, 3, 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon 

you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and 

constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 15: 21—28 
 

The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

   21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 

Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started 

shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented 

by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and 

urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He 

answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she 

came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not 

fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, 

Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 

Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you 

as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                     Pastor Dione Stepanek, Assistant to the Bishop 



 

HYMN OF THE DAY                      Healer of Our Every Ill                      ELW #612 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 



 

PRAYER’S OF INTERCESSION         Come to the Water of Life         ACS #955 

 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of God’s creation. 

 

For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be 

united in faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth 

be a witness to the beloved community of your heavenly kingdom.  

 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise 

up wise stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness and 

destruction. Safeguard endangered species and their habitats.  

 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the 

outcast and ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of 

countries, congregations, and communities, that they lead and serve justly.  

 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 



 

 

For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find 

comfort, community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of 

any kind, including those on our prayer list.  

 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, 

that all may recognize the presence of Christ in one another. Draw this 

community together in love and strengthen us in unwavering faith.  

 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example 

continues to direct your church. May their witness remind us that your gifts 

and calling are irrevocable, whether in life or death.  

 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we 

ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 



 

PEACE                                                                                                         ELW p. 106 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

NOISY OFFERING FOR THE EMERGENCY FUND 

 

DIALOGUE                                                  ELW p. 107 

 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE                                                             ELW p. 108 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  



 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                ELW p. 112 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION           Let Us Break Bread Together           Eugénie Rocherolle  

 



 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                         ELW p. 114 

 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 

united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth 

in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the 

world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SENDING SONG                            Jesus Shall Reign                            ELW #434 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DISMISSAL            ELW p. 115 

 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE         I Know My Redeemer Lives (Duke Street)         Charles W. Ore   
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WELCOME PASTOR DIONE 

We’re glad to welcome Pastor Dione, Assistant to the Bishop, as our guest 

preacher today!. Stay after worship for a Picnic Potluck in the Fellowship 

Hall. Come enjoy good food, fellowship, and a chance to welcome Pastor 

Dione to Our Savior’s! 

 

RUMMAGE SALE CLEANUP 

Monday, August 17, 12:30pm 

The Rummage Sale may be over, but there’s still one important job to 

finish—and we’d love your help!  

 

Please join us Monday afternoon as we clean up and pack away everything 

from the sale. If you can spare some time, even for a little while, your 

extra set of hands would be greatly appreciated! 

 

There’s plenty to do, and many hands truly make light work! Thank you to 

everyone who has given their time, energy, and hard work to make this 

year’s Rummage Sale a success. We couldn’t do it without you!  

 

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS! 

A huge thank-you to everyone who donated, sorted, priced, set up, worked 

during the sale, and helped with cleanup. Your time, energy, and generosity 

made our Rummage Sale possible. We are so grateful for all the ways you 

helped! 

 



 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR PASTOR JAMES RADATZ 

Saturday, August 22, 2026, 11am 

A memorial service celebrating the life of Pastor James Radatz will be held 

at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church on Saturday, August 22, at 11am. 

Visitation will be held from 10—11am, with lunch following the service at 12 

noon. All are welcome to join us as we remember and give thanks for Jim’s 

life and ministry. 

 

SUNDAY FUNDAY – BIG GAMES! 

Sunday, August 23, 10:15am—Fellowship Hall 

Join us next Sunday, August 23, after worship in the Fellowship Hall for Big 

Games! Come enjoy some fun, friendly competition, and fellowship. Everyone 

is welcome! 

 

DINNER & MOVIE NIGHT 

Saturday, August 22, 4:30–6:30pm 

Join us for Dinner & Movie Night! Come enjoy a meal, a movie, and some fun 

fellowship. Everyone is welcome! 

 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, September 13, 10:15am 

The Congregation Council has called a Special Congregational Meeting 

immediately following worship on Sunday, September 13. During the 

meeting, members will review and vote on the proposed exterior door 

renovation project and receive a presentation of the 2027 draft budget. All 

voting members are encouraged to attend as we make these important 

decisions for the future of our congregation. 



 

 

CELEBRATING PASTOR JOANNE'S 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION 

Join us on Sunday, September 27, as we celebrate Pastor Joanne's 40th 

Anniversary of Ordination. We will give thanks for her years of faithful 

ministry during worship, followed by a reception in the Fellowship Hall. 

Please plan to stay after the service as we celebrate this special milestone 

and share our appreciation for Pastor Joanne's dedication and service. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE – GOD'S WORK. OUR HANDS. SUNDAY 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 13, as we join ELCA 

congregations across the country for God's Work. Our Hands. Sunday. 

Following the special congregational meeting, we'll put our faith into action 

through hands-on service projects that make a difference in our community. 

More details and volunteer opportunities will be shared soon! 

 

SAVE THE DATE—LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF SEMI LOAD 

Saturday, October 11 • 7—11am, 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (4141 Mormon Coulee Rd., La Crosse) 

Help load quilts and kits for Lutheran World Relief. Volunteers are welcome! 

Contact Jim Balow (608.788.8408) with questions. 

 

AUGUST CALENDAR AVAILABLE NOW! 

August is full of opportunities to worship, serve, and connect. Pick up a 

calendar in the narthex or view it online to see what's coming up!  

 



 

 

AUGUST DONATION DRIVE – LOCKING IN KINDNESS  

This August, we're collecting new bike locks for our Come For Supper guests. 

For many, a bicycle is their primary transportation, and a bike lock helps 

protect this essential resource. Please place donations in the grocery cart in 

the narthex. Thank you for your generosity!  

 

BACK TO SCHOOL SALES—July is the perfect time to pick up school supplies 

for Lutheran World Relief School Kits while Back-to-School sales are 

happening! Donations of notebooks, pencils, pens, crayons, rulers, erasers, 

scissors, and pencil sharpeners help provide students around the world with 

the supplies they need to learn. Thank you for your support! 

 

EACH KIT NEEDS 

c 4 spiral notebooks (70 sheets each, approximately 8" × 10½") 

c 1 box of crayons (16 or 24 count) 

c 1 ruler (30 centimeters on one side and inches on the other) 

c 1 pencil sharpener 

c 1 pair of blunt (children's) scissors 

c 5 unsharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers 

c 5 black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel pens) 

c 1 eraser (approximately 2½ inches long) 

 



 

 

 

O U R  S AV I O R S  
T H I S  W E E K  

POST ON A FRIG, NEAR A PHONE, ON AN ALTAR AND ANY OTHER SACRED PLACE 

CALENDAR 
 

CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, August 16,  2026 
Noisy Offering Emergency Fund 
8:30—10:30am Office Open 
9:30am   Worship 
10:15am   Picnic Potluck 
11am       Rummage Sale Clean Up 
6:30pm  Y.E.S. A.A. mtg. 
 

Monday 
9am—1pm Office Open 
10—12 noon  Gas Vouchers 
12:30pm Rummage Sale Clean Up 
 

Tuesday 
9am—1pm Office Open 
1—5pm       WCC Open 
4pm  CFS Doors Open 
4:04—5:15pm  CFS Meal Served 
5:15—5:30pm  CFS Carry Outs Only 
6pm            Transition Task Force 
 

Wednesday, August 19, 2026 
8:30am  St. Clare's Health Mission     
Mobile Medical Unit—Parking Lot 
9am—1pm Office Open 
12 noon  Worship 
1pm  Art & Faith 
6pm        Church Council  

Thursday 
9am—1pm Office Open   

Friday 
Pastor/Staff Sabbath 
 

Saturday 
9am—1pm      WCC Open 
10am             Jim Radatz Visitation 
11am                Jim Radatz Funeral 
4:30—6:30pm Dinner & a Show 
 

Sunday, August 23,  2026 
8:30—10:30am Office Open 
9:30am   Worship 
10:15am     Coffee Fellowship 
10:15am  Sun. Funday—Big Games 
6:30pm  Y.E.S. A.A. mtg. 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

HEALING AND PEACE 
 

Art Olson, Barb Jarrett, Bev Hanson,  
Casey Kanter, Cassie, Cathy Ofte, Cindy Moe,  
Dan Odenbach, Danielle Sorenson,  
Dave & Sandy Kjos, Dean Geier, Don Thesing,  
Erik Rudrud, Erv Dukatz, Esther Harman,  
Eugene Herold, Gabe Centanni, Gale,  
Jane & Michael Speer, Jean Koll, Jeannie White, 
Jeff Kent, Jeremy R., Jim, Pastor Joanne,  
Jon Zinniel, Joshua, Karen Geoglein, Katie White, 
Lane C., Lois Horne, Kelly Olson, Mary Covey, 
Pamela Mathis, Peggy Kneifl, Rick,  
Roxanne North, and Tom Cade 
 

GRIEVING FAMILY & FRIENDS OF 
 

Darrell Dahl and Pastor Jim Radatz 
 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS IN ARMED FORCES  
 

Ricky Macon, and Tom Rudrud 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Nicole Pitz   August 18 
Rosie Glendenning  August 20 
Jordan Weeks  August 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Calendar Notations: 
HC—Holy Communion 
CFS—Come For Supper  
WCC—Women’s Clothes Closet 


