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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
612 Division St.  |  La Crosse, WI  |  608.782.3468 

֫ ֫ ֫ ܥ Տ ֒ յ ս Ӌ ֪ ԡ Տ յ ս Ժ ֒ ֊ ԛ ӷ յ Ӌ Յ ө ԛ ֒ յ ө ԛ ܥ Յ ӷ ֊  
“Our mission is to make the love of Christ known 
to all as we worship, serve and grow together.” 

 

——————————————————————–———————————————————-———- 
 

All are welcome in this church! The Good News of God’s grace  
Is for all,  regardless of age, abilities, physical & mental health,  

race, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression,  
education, income or strength of faith. There is nothing we do,  
have done or will do that can separate us from the love of God. 

God makes no exceptions, nor do we. Come join us in praise, 
prayer and the work of our Lord, including ongoing work  

for racial equity in our Church and in the world.  
 

Joanne Richmond, Senior Pastor—pastor@oursaviorslutheranchurch.net 
Lois Losby, Financial Secretary—finance@oursaviorslutheranchurch.net 

Sandra Schultz, WCC Coordinator—wccloset@oursaviorslutheranchurch.net 
Mary Ender Stutesman, Music Coordinator & Organist—stuteswoman@gmail.com 
Jessica Zinniel, Associate Lay Minister—youthfamily@oursaviorslutheranchurch.net 

Thomas Haag, Organist   |   Dr. Eddie Kim, Pianist   |   Colin Stiemke, Guitarist 
Liz Bahr, Cantor  |  Judi Winkler, Custodian 

Welcome, visitors! We’re glad you are here! We hope your time with us is a 
blessing, and that you will come back soon. 
 

We would like to be in touch with you! Visitors—please use the Live Stream 
‘Attendance Info Form (www.allarewelcome.org under the Live Stream tab) 
today. Members—you only need to fill them out once a year when you receive 
Holy Communion. In addition, use the form for prayer requests, hymn 
requests, to get the monthly newsletter, to give us address changes, or for any 
communication with the office or pastor.  
 

If you need hearing assistance, ask in the church office for our special 
devices.  If you need assistance with the live stream, please call 608.782.3468 
or join us on the phone live stream at 1.877.552.3468 (toll-free). 
 

+FOR OUR WORSHIP TODAY+ 
Presiding Minister:  Pastor Joanne Richmond 

AV Team:  Asa and Fox Zinniel 
Communion Assistant:  Sue Staples 

Cover Art:  Epilogue; by T. Denise Anderson; 
inspired by John 8: 2—11; 14’x18’ acrylic on canvas 

Guitarist:  Colin Stiemke 
Prayer Reader:  Sue Staples 



 

 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Welcome! We are delighted you have chosen to worship with us today. 

We will share holy Communion; you are welcome to participate. 

 

PRELUDE                                         Wade in the Water                                         E                             

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Welcome to the weary and the worn. 

Welcome to the wiggly and the eager.  

 

Welcome to the skeptical and the seeking. 

Welcome to the early risers and those still trying to wake up.  

 

Welcome to the rule followers and the rule breakers.  

Welcome to those hungry for justice and those desperate for mercy. 

 

Welcome to the sinners and the saints.  

This is God’s house.  

 

You can make yourself at home here.  

Let us worship our just, merciful, and faithful God  

 

 



 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Jesus once said to a crowd, “Let anyone among 

you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone.”  

 

Friends, none of us are without sin.  

None of us get it right all the time.  

None of us can get by without God’s grace.  

 

In the Prayer of Confession, we acknowledge this truth.  

We put down our stones  

and we turn to God for forgiveness.  

 

Join me in this act of transformation.  

Let us pray: 

 

Holy God,  

we love to live our lives by the rules.  

We love clear answers.  

We love right and wrong.  

We love swift justice.  

We love to pick up stones,  

but you show us another way.  

You welcome shades of gray and nuanced conversation.  

You prioritize mercy over legality.  

You prioritize people over tradition.  



 

You prioritize love over everything.  

Forgive us for losing sight of what truly matters.  

Forgive us for clinging tighter to laws than to each other or to you. 

Forgive us. Soften our hearts.  

Root us in mercy, justice, and love.  

With hope for a better tomorrow, we pray. Amen. 

 

Church family,  

Jesus saw a crowd ready to throw stones  

and invited them to choose another way.  

Jesus offered them grace, mercy, and compassion,  

and the same can be said for us.  

Hear and believe the good news of the gospel:  

Our God is a God of mercy.  

Our God is a God of compassion.  

Our God is a God of grace.  

We are forgiven, loved, and invited to choose another way.  

Thanks be to God for yet another second chance.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

OPENING HYMN                 Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved                 ELW #602 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Holy One,  

when you speak, we don’t want to miss it.  

When you bend down and write in the dirt,  

when you move through the trees,  

when you wake with the dawn,  

when you tug on our heart,  

or whisper into our dreams,  

we don’t want to miss it.  

Today we pray, clear out the cobwebs in our ears.  

Quiet the steady stream of thoughts marching through our minds.  

Open up space in our hearts, that we can receive your word for us today. 

With hope we pray.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil       ELW #512 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GOSPEL:  John 8: 2—11 

 

The holy gospel according to Saint John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

   2 Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came 

to him, and he sat down and began to teach them. 3 The scribes and the 

Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and, making 

her stand before all of them, 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this woman was 

caught in the very act of committing adultery. 5 Now in the law Moses 

commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They said 

this to test him, so that they might have some charge to bring against him. 

Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7 When they kept 

on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let anyone 

among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 And once 

again he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9 When they heard it, they 

went away, one by one, beginning with the elders, and Jesus was left alone 

with the woman standing before him. 10 Jesus straightened up and said to 

her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No 

one, sir.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and from 

now on do not sin again.”  

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                              Pastor Joanne Richmond  



 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

We believe in a table-setting God  

who always has a seat saved for you.  

 

We believe in an inviting God  

who leaves the porch light on and a hand extended.  

 

We believe in a radically welcoming God 

who eats with the overlooked and the outcast,  

the hungry and the downtrodden.  

 

We believe in the good news of the gospel,  

which reminds us that all are welcomed,  

all are celebrated, all are loved, and all are claimed.  

 

Pull up a seat at God’s table.  

There is good news to be shared here. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH         The Spirit Intercedes for Us         ELW #180 

 

Loving God,  you know all of us. You know our fears and our dreams, our 

hopes and our longings,  our grief and our joy. You know the words that are 

on our tongue before we can even say them, so today we come to you 

unfiltered. Today, we bring you our full honesty,  trusting that you meet us 

here with grace and love.  



 
Holy God, we admit that mercy, justice, and  

faithfulness often get tangled up in our minds.  

We want to do the right thing, which feels like justice. However, sometimes 

we go about justice with a blunt sword, failing to practice mercy. 

 

The Spirit intercedes for us 

with sighs too deep for words to express. Oh, oh. 

 

We want to be merciful, but our anger and hurt can get in the way.  

Too often, we find ourselves casting stones. We want to be righteous,  

but we often forget that righteousness must impact our relationships,  

not only our words or our actions. 

 

God, we admit that mercy, justice, and faithfulness  

often get tangled up in our minds.  

Like Jesus did with the crowds that day,  

help us to root ourselves in the best of these practices.  

Untangle these threads of our faith and show us how to hold them all. 

 

The Spirit intercedes for us 

with sighs too deep for words to express. Oh, oh. 

 

Spark a fire in our hearts for justice— 

justice for the oppressed, 

justice for the overlooked, 

justice for our neighbors, 

justice for those not given a voice.  



 

Spark a fire in our hearts for mercy—  

mercy for the sinful,  

mercy for the hurt,  

mercy for the ones who are doing their best with what they have. 

 

Spark a fire in our hearts for righteousness.  

Call us up to a higher moral ground.  

Remind us that our faith invites us to love as you love,  

and to forgive as you forgive.  

 

Show us how to put down our stones. 

 

The Spirit intercedes for us 

with sighs too deep for words to express. Oh, oh. 

 

Show us how to forgive ourselves for our own wrong.  

Show us how to empathize with the other, putting ourselves in their shoes.  

 

If we can do that, then maybe there will be a day when there is less stone 

throwing, less mob building, less violence toward our neighbor. Maybe there 

will be a day when all can gather at the table. Maybe there will be a day 

when we can all break bread together. Maybe there will be a day when 

justice, mercy, and righteousness feel like a mighty flowing stream.  

 

The Spirit intercedes for us 

with sighs too deep for words to express. Oh, oh. 



 

Until that day, we will continue to look for your words in the dirt.  

We will continue to listen for your deep truth.  

Until that promised day, we will continue to bring you our unfiltered honesty. 

Until that promised day, we will continue to pray for our neighbor.  

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

NOISY OFFERING  

 

 

DIALOGUE 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup,  

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 



 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen 

 

COMMUNION          

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION         

 

God of our salvation, 

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 

reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 

Through the body and blood of your Son, 

may we become Christ’s body in the world, 

bearing witness to your love for all creation, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CLOSING HYMN                       Neither Death Nor Life                       ELW #622 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BLESSING 

 

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 

God, who calls all things into existence, 

Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

+ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

As you leave this place,  

when you meet anger, speak with love.  

When you meet fear, speak with hope.  

When you meet pain, speak with gentleness.  

But no matter what, speak this good news.  

For the good news of the gospel is love and justice for all. 

It is joy that surprises, and nonviolence that transforms.  

The good news of the gospel is alive in the world! 

Thanks be to God for this good, good news.  

Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE                 

Grey 
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SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

A Special Congregational Meeting will be held Sunday, April 19, 2026, 

immediately following worship to consider two building projects: 

replacement of the boiler pumps and motors and updates to the church’s 

exterior entry doors. The church council will bring recommendations for 

consideration. Please plan to attend.  

 

SPARE GAS CANS NEEDED 

Our church assists neighbors with gas vouchers when they are in need. 

Sometimes, however, they don’t have a safe way to transport the gasoline. If 

you have any clean, spare gas cans you’re no longer using, please consider 

donating them to the church so we can pass them along when needed. 

Donations may be left at the church office. Thank you for helping us care for 

our neighbors in practical ways. 

 

MARCH DONATION DRIVE—A JAR OF JOY  

During March, we’re collecting jam and jellies to share with our neighbors in 

need. These small but tasty staples help bring a bit of sweetness to breakfast 

and everyday meals. All flavors are welcome! Please place your donations in 

the grocery cart in the narthex. 

 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PERSONAL CARE KITS 

Collecting now through Palm Sunday, March 29, 2026 

Thank you to everyone who has already contributed to our Personal Care Kit 

collection! Thanks to your generosity, we’ve reached about one-third of our 

goal of 75 kits. 



 

 

There’s still time to help us get the rest of the way there. You can complete a 

full kit or bring individual items to help finish the kits already started. Every 

towel, bar of soap, or toothbrush brings us one step closer to sharing 

comfort, dignity, and hope with families facing crisis around the world. 

 

Each Personal Care Kit includes: 

 

 o 1 light-weight, dark-colored bath towel (20” x 40” to 52” x 27”) 

 o 2 bath-size bars of soap (in original wrapping)  

 o 1 adult-size toothbrush (in original packaging)  

 o 1 metal nail clipper 

 o 1 sturdy comb 

 

Thank you for helping turn simple items into powerful signs of care and 

compassion. 

 

 

PALM SUNDAY BREAKFAST 

Eat, Enjoy, Support Youth & Family Ministries! 

Join us after worship on Palm Sunday, March 29, for a delicious breakfast 

and fellowship! All proceeds benefit Youth & Family Ministries, supporting 

programs, events, and activities for our young members. Come enjoy good 

food, great company, and celebrate our youth together. Everyone is 

welcome! 

 



 

HELP MAKE OUR PALM SUNDAY BREAKFAST A SUCCESS 

We need your help to make our Youth & Family Ministries Palm Sunday 

Breakfast a hit! Donations of food, drinks, or supplies are greatly 

appreciated. Sign up on the bulletin board next to the church office to 

share what you can contribute. Thank you for supporting our youth!  

 

CELEBRATE HOLY WEEK WITH US 

Experience the journey of Jesus from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday: 

· Palm Sunday, March 29 – Wave palms and celebrate His entry! 

· Maundy Thursday, April 2 – Remember the Last Supper. 

· Good Friday, April 3 – Reflect at the cross. 

· Easter Sunday, Apr 5 – Rejoice in the resurrection! 

 

All are welcome—come share in the hope and joy of this sacred week! 



 

 



 

 

 

O U R  S AV I O R S  T H I S  W E E K  
POST ON A FRIG, NEAR A PHONE, ON AN ALTAR AND ANY OTHER SACRED PLACE 

CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, March 22, 2026 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
9:30am          Worship/HC 
10:15am      M-M’s Prayer Club 
10:15am    Coffee Fellowship 
6:30pm  Y.E.S. A.A. mtg. 
 

Monday 
9am—1pm Office Open 
10am—12 noon Gas Vouchers 
 

Tuesday 
9am—1pm Office Open 
1—5pm       WCC Open 
4pm  CFS Doors Open 
4:15—5:15pm CFS Meal Served 
5:15—5:30pm CFS Carry Outs  
 

Wednesday, March 25 
Fifth Wednesday of Lent 
9am—1pm Office Open 
12 noon  Worship 
5:30pm  Soup Supper 
6pm   Worship 
 

Thursday 
9am—1pm Office Open 
 

Friday 
Pastor/Staff Sabbath 
 

Saturday  
9am—1pm WCC Open 
10am—12 noon Breakfast Set-Up 
 

Sunday, March 29, 2026 
Palm Sunday 
9:30am          Worship/HC 
10:15am    Palm Sunday Breakfast 
6:30pm  Y.E.S. A.A. mtg. 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

HEALING AND PEACE 
 

Ardelle Ender, Athena Burg, Bev Hanson,  
Casey Kanter, Cassie, Cathy Ofte, Cindy Moe,  
Dan Odenbach, Danielle Sorenson, Dave Kjos,  
Debe, Erik Rudrud, Esther Harman,  
Eugene Herold, Gabe Centanni, George,  
Jane & Michael Speer, Jean Koll, Jeannie White, 
Jeff Kent, Pastor Joanne, Jon Zinniel, Joshua,  
Jim Garson, Jim Radatz, Juliana Andrews,  
Karen Geoglein, Katie White, Lane C., Lois Horne, 
Kelly Olson, Mary Covey, Monica & Jack D.,  
Morris Buros, Pamela Mathis, Peggy Kneifl,  
Roger Loing, Rose Sabotta, Roxanne North,  
Ruth Rose, Sandy Kjos, Sonja Simonson-Schrag,  
Pastor Steve Minnema, and Tom Cade 
 

GRIEVING FAMILY & FRIENDS OF 
 

Vera Wensole 
 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS IN ARMED FORCES  
 

Ricky Macon, and Tom Rudrud 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Mary Rathgaber March 22 
DeLoris Malmberg March 23 
Brittany Taylor  March 24 
Virginia Bentzen  March 29 
Jeff Franko   March 29 
Louise Temte March 30 
Jenifer Bahr  March 31 
Colleen Cartwright March 31 
 
Calendar Notations: 
HC—Holy Communion 
M-MPC—Moo-Moo’s Prayer Club  
CFS—Come For Supper  
WCC—Women’s Clothes Closet 


