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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 

612 Division St.  |  La Crosse, WI  |  608.782.3468 
֫ ֫ ֫ ܥ Տ ֒ յ ս Ӌ ֪ ԡ Տ յ ս Ժ ֒ ֊ ԛ ӷ յ Ӌ Յ ө ԛ ֒ յ ө ԛ ܥ Յ ӷ ֊  

“Our mission is to make the love of Christ known 
to all as we worship, serve and grow together.” 

 

——————————————————————–———————————————————-———- 
 

All are welcome in this church! The Good News of God’s grace  
Is for all,  regardless of age, abilities, physical & mental health,  

race, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression,  
education, income or strength of faith. There is nothing we do,  
have done or will do that can separate us from the love of God. 

God makes no exceptions, nor do we. Come join us in praise, 
prayer and the work of our Lord, including ongoing work  

for racial equity in our Church and in the world.  
 

Joanne Richmond, Senior Pastor—pastor@oursaviorslutheranchurch.net 
Lois Losby, Financial Secretary—finance@oursaviorslutheranchurch.net 

Sandra Schultz, WCC Coordinator—wccloset@oursaviorslutheranchurch.net 
Mary Ender Stutesman, Music Coordinator & Organist—stuteswoman@gmail.com 
Jessica Zinniel, Associate Lay Minister—youthfamily@oursaviorslutheranchurch.net 

Thomas Haag, Organist   |   Dr. Eddie Kim, Pianist   |   Colin Stiemke, Guitarist 
Liz Bahr, Cantor  |  Judi Winkler, Custodian  |  Roger Loing, Custodian 

 

Welcome, visitors! We’re glad you are here! We hope your time with us is a 
blessing, and that you will come back soon. 
 

We would like to be in touch with you! Visitors—please use the Live Stream 
‘Attendance Info Form (www.allarewelcome.org under the Live Stream tab) 
today. Members—you only need to fill them out once a year when you receive 
Holy Communion. In addition, use the form for prayer requests, hymn 
requests, to get the monthly newsletter, to give us address changes, or for any 
communication with the office or pastor.  
 

If you need hearing assistance, ask in the church office for our special 
devices.  If you need assistance with the live stream, please call 608.782.3468 
or join us on the phone live stream at 1.877.552.3468 (toll-free). 
 

+FOR OUR WORSHIP TODAY+ 
Presiding Minister:  Pastor Joanne Richmond 

AV Team:  Gary & Deb Wold 
Coffee Fellowship:  Jello Jubilee 

Communion Assistant:  Barb Bahr 
Cover Art:  LL Cool J by Nicolette Faison  

Inspired by Luke 7: 36—50, 12"x24" Acrylic, marker, paper collage on canvas 
Pianist:  Mary Stutesman 

Prayer Reader:  Barb Bahr 



 

 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

 

Welcome! We are delighted you have chosen to worship with us today. 

We will share holy Communion; you are welcome to participate. 

 

PRELUDE                                         Wade in the Water                                         E                             

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Tell me something good! 

God loves you more than you could imagine.  

 

Tell me something good!  

God loves all of creation more than you could imagine.  

 

Tell me something good!  

God’s love meets us in this service of worship.  

We are not alone.  

 

This is good news indeed!  

Let us worship our compassionate God. 

 

 



 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Family of faith,  

we long to love others as God loves us,  

but that work is easier said than done.  

We lose our way.  

We become distracted.  

We grow fearful.  

We need God’s grace.  

 

Fortunately for us, God’s grace is freely and abundantly given.  

Join me in the Prayer of Confession.  

 

Join me in being transformed. 

Merciful God,  

did we see you hungry and give you something to eat?  

Did we see you thirsty and give you something to drink?  

Did we see you alone and offer you compassion?  

 

Or did we cross the street?  

Did we avert our eyes?  

Did we come up with every excuse in the book?  

 

God, we long to be people who love our neighbors  

with the same overwhelming love that you have for them.  

But we must admit, we have a long way to go.  



 

Forgive us for the times when we let bias, scarcity, or fear get in  

the way of love. Wash us clean and give us the courage to try again.  

With hope for a better tomorrow we pray, amen. 

 

Faith family,  

even when we act with judgment,  

even when we are guided by fear,  

even when we turn our back on a neighbor in need,  

God does not turn God’s back on us.  

Join me in this good-news declaration:  

We are seen.  

We are forgiven.  

We are invited to try again.  

Thanks be to God for this unending love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

OPENING HYMN    O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate    ELW #722 vs. 1, 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Good news God,  

speak louder than the news updates.  

Speak louder than our mental distractions.  

Speak louder than our anger and louder than our fear.  

God, speak loudly to us today,  

because we long to hear your good news once more.  

With hope we pray,  

amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil       ELW #512 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GOSPEL:  Luke 7: 36—50 

 

The holy gospel according to Saint Luke 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

   36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and when he went 

into the Pharisee’s house he reclined to dine. 37 And a woman in the city who 

was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s house, 

brought an alabaster jar of ointment. 38 She stood behind him at his feet, 

weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with 

her hair, kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment. 39 Now when 

the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to himself, “If this man were 

a prophet, he would have known who and what kind of woman this is who is 

touching him, that she is a sinner.” 40 Jesus spoke up and said to him, “Simon, 

I have something to say to you.” “Teacher,” he replied, “speak.” 41 “A certain 

moneylender had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other 

fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he canceled the debts for both of them. 

Now which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered, “I suppose the 

one for whom he canceled the greater debt.” And Jesus said to him, “You 

have judged rightly.” 44 Then turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, 

“Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my 

feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. 
45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not stopped 

kissing my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed 

my feet with ointment. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been 

forgiven; hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is 



 

forgiven loves little.” 48 Then he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 But 

those who were at the table with him began to say among themselves, 

“Who is this who even forgives sins?” 50 But he said to the woman, “Your faith 

has saved you; go in peace.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                              Pastor Joanne Richmond  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HYMN OF THE DAY           Will You Let Me Be Your Servant           ELW #659 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

We believe in a table-setting God  

who always has a seat saved for you.  

 

We believe in an inviting God  

who leaves the porch light on and a hand extended.  

 

We believe in a radically welcoming God 

who eats with the overlooked and the outcast,  

the hungry and the downtrodden.  

 

We believe in the good news of the gospel,  

which reminds us that all are welcomed,  

all are celebrated, all are loved, and all are claimed.  

 

Pull up a seat at God’s table.  

There is good news to be shared here. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH         The Spirit Intercedes for Us         ELW #180 

 

Jesus of Nazareth,  

your love for this world is so strong.  

It’s like a jar of perfume broken in a crowded room—  

it permeates everything it touches.  

 



 

God, we long to love like that.  

We long to love you with the same extravagant abundance  

that the woman with the alabaster jar displayed.  

However, we often get in our own way.  

 

Holy God, today we pray:  

when it comes to our neighbors,  

give us eyes to see as you see.  

Give us hands to serve as you serve.  

Give us arms to hold.  

Give us feet to journey alongside.  

Give us hearts of compassion, just like yours. 

The Spirit intercedes for us 

with sighs too deep for words to express. Oh, oh. 

 

In particular, today we pray for all those in fear.  

Regardless the cause of their fear, we pray they find hope  

and confidence in you, trusting in the strength of your presence. 

 

We pray for those struggling with the season; for us it is cold and snow,  

for others it is rain and mud, for others dryness and a lack of water.  

You created the heavens and the earth.  

Be our guide as we adapt to the weather around us. 

The Spirit intercedes for us 

with sighs too deep for words to express. Oh, oh. 

 



 

 

God, our love does not stop with our neighbor.  

We also long to love you.  

 

 When we pass a field of purple, remind us to say thank you.  

 When we hear the sound of laughter,  

  remind us that there is good in this world.  

 When music or birdsong moves our soul,  

  remind us that you are always present with us. 

The Spirit intercedes for us 

with sighs too deep for words to express. Oh, oh. 

 

Turn our hearts toward you.  

May we be the next ones to love boldly,  

to sing praise, to say thank you.  

 

With gratitude for the woman and her alabaster jar, we pray. 

Amen 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

NOISY OFFERING  

 



 

DIALOGUE 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup,  

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Amen. 

 



 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen 
 

COMMUNION          
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION         
 

God of our salvation, 

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 

reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 

Through the body and blood of your Son, 

may we become Christ’s body in the world, 

bearing witness to your love for all creation, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CLOSING HYMN                       Lamb of God                       ELW #336 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BLESSING 

 

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 

God, who calls all things into existence, 

Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

+ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

As you leave this place,  

when you meet anger, speak with love.  

When you meet fear, speak with hope.  

When you meet pain, speak with gentleness.  

But no matter what, speak this good news.  

For the good news of the gospel is love and justice for all. 

It is joy that surprises, and nonviolence that transforms.  

The good news of the gospel is alive in the world. 

Thanks be to God for this good, good news.  

Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE                                 Good to Be Alive                                 Jason Grey 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Prayer by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 
Reprint and podcast licensing through One License. License A-729110 and CCLI License # 21825636     

 



 

 
 

STAY FOR THE JELLO JUBILEE! 

Don’t rush off after worship today—join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Jello 

Jubilee! Come enjoy some sweet treats, good conversation, and a little extra 

time together as a church family. All are welcome—bring your appetite and 

your smile!  

 

PIE-LUCK SUNDAY 

Next Sunday March 8, 2026, 10:15am—Fellowship Hall 

Come chase cabin fever away! Bring your favorite pie to share during the  

coffee hour! All pies are welcome, be they savory or sweet or store-bought or 

homemade. 

 

MARCH DONATION DRIVE—SPREAD A LITTLE SWEETNESS  

As signs of spring begin to appear, we’re collecting jams and jellies to help 

brighten pantry shelves and breakfast tables for our neighbors in need.  

 

Strawberry, grape, raspberry, peach—classic favorites and unique flavors are 

all welcome! These sweet staples pair perfectly with bread, crackers, and 

peanut butter to make simple meals feel special.  

 

Please place your donations in the grocery cart in the narthex. Together, we 

can add a little sweetness to someone’s day this March. Sharing care, one 

jar at a time. 
 

 



 

NEXT SUNDAY’S ORGAN RECITAL 

Sunday, March 8, 2026, 2pm—Sanctuary 

Join us at Our Savior’s as our own Thomas Haag presents an organ recital. 

Free and open to all. A freewill offering will support education programs of 

the American Guild of Organists – Riverside Chapter. For details, call 

608.433.2621. 
 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PERSONAL CARE KITS 

Collecting now through Palm Sunday, March 29, 2026 

During this season of Lent, we’re invited to put our faith into action by caring 

for neighbors around the world through Lutheran World Relief Personal 

Care Kits.  

 

These simple kits—made from everyday household items—offer comfort, 

dignity, and hope to families facing crisis. A towel, soap, and basic hygiene 

items may seem small, but they remind someone in a difficult moment that 

they are seen, valued, and loved. 
 

Each Personal Care Kit includes: 

· 1 light-weight, dark-colored bath towel (20” x 40” to 52” x 27”) 

· 2 bath-size bars of soap (in original wrapping) 

· 1 adult-size toothbrush (in original packaging) 

· 1 metal nail clipper 

· 1 sturdy comb 

 

Our goal is to assemble 75 Personal Care Kits. 
 

Thank you for helping share God’s love in a tangible way and for providing 

essential tools that support health and dignity for people around the world. 



 

LENT 2026: TELL ME SOMETHING GOOD 
 
LENT 2—The good new is… great love for God & neighbor 
 
Wednesday, March 4, 2026, 12 noon & 6pm 
Matthew 25: 35—40 (“Whatever you did for the least of these, you did for me”) 
 
LENT 3—The good new is… together, the impossible is possible 
 
Sunday, March 1, 2026, 9:30am  
Mark 6: 32—44 (Feeding of the 5,000) 
 
Wednesday, March 4, 2026, 12 noon & 6pm 
Ephesians 3: 20—21 (“By the power at work within us [God] is able to 
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine”) 
 
LENT 4—The good new is… protection & care for the vulnerable 
 
Sunday, March 1, 2026, 9:30am  
Matthew 19: 13—15 (Jesus  
blesses the children) 
 
Wednesday, March 4, 2026, 12 noon & 6pm 
Deuteronomy 24: 17—22 (Care for the alien, the orphan, and the widow) 
 
LENT 5—The good new is… rooted in justice, mercy, &  
faithfulness 
 
Sunday, March 1, 2026, 9:30am  
John 8: 2—11 (Jesus refuses to condemn a woman caught in adultery) 
 
Wednesday, March 4, 2026, 12 noon & 6pm 
Matthew 23:23 (“You have  
neglected the more important  
matters of the law—justice, mercy, and faithfulness.”) 
 
LENTEN SOUP SUPPER 
We are looking for individuals, families, and/or church groups to sign up to 
provide pots of soup on Wednesday, March 18 and 25. Look for the sign up 
on the bulletin board next to the church office or talk with Pastor Joanne. 
Thank you for helping nourish both body and spirit during Lent.  



 

HOLY WEEK 2026: Tell Me Something Good 
 
Palm Sunday—The good news is.. inspiring us to act 
 
Sunday, March 29, 2026, 9:30am 
Mark 11: 1—11 (Triumphal entry into Jerusalem) 
 
Maundy Thursday—The good news is… even Judas gets his feet washed 
 
Thursday, April 2, 2026, 12 noon & 6pm 
John 13: 1—25 (Jesus washes the disciples’ feet) 
 
Good Friday—The good news is… revealed through  
nonviolence 
 
Friday, April 3, 2026, 12 noon & 6pm 
Luke 22: 47—53; Luke 23: 33—38, 44—46 (Judas’ betrayal; Jesus heals the 
servant’s ear after his disciples draw swords; Jesus forgives those crucifying 
him) 
 
Easter Sunday—The good news is… alive in the world 
 
Sunday, April 5, 2026, 9:30am 
Matthew 28: 1—10 (Do not be afraid; go tell my brothers and sisters to go to 
Galilee;  there they will see me.”) 
 
PALM SUNDAY BREAKFAST 
Sunday, March 29, 2026, 10:15am—Fellowship Hall 
The Youth & Family Ministry Team will be hosting their annual breakfast with 
egg bakes, sausage, fresh fruit, juice, milk, and coffee. The cost is a free will 
offering. Proceeds benefit youth and family events throughout the year. 
Come celebrate and enjoy a delicious breakfast while supporting our youth!  
 
DONATIONS ARE NEEDED to help make this fundraiser a success. Look for 
the sign up sheets on the bulletin board next to the church office. There will 
be a labeled “Youth Breakfast” box in the refrigerator and on the counter in 
the kitchen for donated supplies. Please have all donations to the church by 
Wednesday, March 25. Thanks in advance for supporting our youth! 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

O U R  S AV I O R S  T H I S  W E E K  
POST ON A FRIG, NEAR A PHONE, ON AN ALTAR AND ANY OTHER SACRED PLACE 

CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, March 1, 2026 
Second Sunday in Lent 
9:30am          Worship/HC 
10:15am      M-M’s Prayer Club 
10:15am    Jello Jubilee 
6:30pm  Y.E.S. A.A. mtg. 
 

Monday 
9am—1pm Office Open 
10am—12 noon Gas Vouchers 
 

Tuesday 
9am—1pm Office Open 
1—5pm       WCC Open 
4pm  CFS Doors Open 
4:15—5:15pm CFS Meal Served 
5:15—5:30pm CFS Carry Outs  
 

Wednesday, March 4 
Second Wednesday of Lent 
9am—1pm Office Open 
12 noon          Worship/HC 
5:30pm       Lenten Soup Supper 
6pm  Worship/HC 
 

Thursday 
9am—1pm Office Open 
 

Friday 
Pastor/Staff Sabbath 
 

Saturday  
9am—1pm WCC Open 
 

Sunday, March 8, 2026 
Third Sunday in Lent 
9:30am          Worship/HC 
10:15am    M-M’s Prayer Club 
10:15am Pieluck Sunday 
6:30pm  Y.E.S. A.A. mtg. 
 

Calendar Notations: 
HC—Holy Communion 
M-MPC—Moo-Moo’s Prayer Club  
CFS—Come For Supper  
WCC—Women’s Clothes Closet 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

HEALING AND PEACE 
 

Ardelle Ender, Athena Burg, Bev Hanson,  
Casey Kanter, Cassie, Cathy Ofte, Cindy Moe,  
Dan Odenbach, Danielle Sorenson, Dave Kjos,  
Debe, Erik Rudrud, Esther Harman,  
Eugene Herold, Gabe Centanni, George,  
Jane & Michael Speer, Jean Koll, Jeannie White, 
Jeff Kent, Pastor Joanne, Jon Zinniel, Joshua,  
Jim Garson, Jim Radatz, Juliana Andrews,  
Karen Geoglein, Katie White, Lane C., Lois Horne, 
Kelly Olson, Mary Covey, Monica & Jack D.,  
Morris Buros, Pamela Mathis, Peggy Kneifl,  
Roger Loing, Rose Sabotta, Roxanne North,  
Ruth Rose, Sandy Kjos, Sonja Simonson-Schrag,  
Pastor Steve Minnema, and Tom Cade 
 

GRIEVING FAMILY & FRIENDS OF 
 

Vera Wensole 
 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS IN ARMED FORCES  
 

Ricky Macon, and Tom Rudrud 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Judy Sasse  March 1 
Jan Schilling  March 1 
Ruth Ellefson March 2 
Krista Kuhn  March 5 
Bert Sasse  March 8 


