
 

Sunday, March 17, 2024 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 



 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
612 Division St.  |  La Crosse, WI  |  608.782.3468 

a a  
“Our mission is to make the love of Christ known 
to all as we worship, serve and grow together.” 

 

——————————————————————–———————————————————-———- 
 

All are welcome in this church! The Good News of God’s grace 
Is for all, regardless of age, abilities, physical & mental health, 

race, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression,  
education, income or strength of faith. There is nothing we do, 
have done or will do that can separate us from the love of God.  

God makes no exceptions, nor do we. Come join us in praise, 
prayer and the work of our Lord, including ongoing work  

for racial equity in our Church and in the world.  
 

Joanne Richmond, Senior Pastor—pastor@oursaviorslutheranchurch.net 
Lois Losby, Financial Secretary—finance@oursaviorslutheranchurch.net 

Sandra Schultz, WCC Coordinator—wccloset@oursaviorslutheranchurch.net 
Mary Ender Stutesman, Music Coordinator & Organist—stuteswoman@gmail.com 
Jessica Zinniel, Associate Lay Minister—youthfamily@oursaviorslutheranchurch.net 

Thomas Haag, Organist 
Dr. Eddie Kim, Pianist 

Colin Stiemke, Guitarist 
Mary Mills, Cleaning Custodian 

Juan Fernandez, Custodian 
 

Welcome, visitors! We’re glad you are here! We hope your time with us is a  
blessing, and that you will come back soon. 
 

We would like to be in touch with you! Visitors—please use the Live Stream 
Attendance Info Form (www.allarewelcome.org under the Live Stream tab) 
today. Members—you only need to fill them out once a year when you receive 
Holy Communion. In addition, use the form for prayer requests, hymn 
requests, to get the monthly newsletter, to give us address changes, or for any 
communication with the office or pastor.  
 

Fellowship time is offered after worship, we hope you will join us. 
 

If you need hearing assistance, ask in the church office for our special  
devices. If you need assistance with the live stream, please call 608.782.3468 
or join us on the phone live stream at 1.877.552.3468 (toll-free). 



 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

PRELUDE                         Create in Me a Clean Heart                         Keith Green 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 

+ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us 

and all of creation. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

To you, O God, 

all hearts are open,  

to you all desires known.   

We come to you,  

confessing our sins.  

Forgive us in your mercy,  

and remember us in your love.  

Show us your ways;  

teach us your paths;  

and lead us in justice and truth,  

for the sake of your goodness  

in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 



 

 

By water and the Holy Spirit  

God gives you a new birth,  

and through the death and  

resurrection of + Jesus Christ,  

God forgives you all your sins.  

The God of mercy and might  

strengthen you in all goodness  

and keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN          The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing         ELW #531  

 

No downloads available. 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 



 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive 

our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through 

life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 



 

GOSPEL: John 12: 20—33  

 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 

Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to 

him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew 

and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come 

for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, 

it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate 

their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must 

follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, 

the Father will honor. 

 

 27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from 

this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, 

glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I 

will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 

thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This 

voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this 

world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted 

up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate 

the kind of death he was to die. 

 

The gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON                                                                          Pastor Joanne Richmond 



 

HYMN OF THE DAY                Praise the Lord! O Heavens                ELW #823 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

(Response to each petition is Yours Lord, Is the Glory, ELW #849) 

 

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, 

the well-being of creation, and a world in need. 

 

God of the covenant, through the church you draw us into community.  

We give thanks for the means of grace around which we gather.  

Inspire writers, musicians, and artists whose creative gifts adorn our worship.  

 

God of all that exists, you lavish the earth with extravagant beauty.  

Preserve the rich and complex diversity of living things.  

Support local, national, and international efforts to protect the environment 

for future generations.  

 

Hear us, God, as we sing: 

Yours, Lord, is the glory, 

and honor as well; 

yours, Lord, now and always. 

Amen, amen. 

 

God of the nations, you desire peace and plenty for all people.  

Defend those who challenge oppression and expose corruption.  

Support advocates for human rights, social justice, and the welfare of 

children.  

 



 

God of good will, you restore what is broken.  

We pray for any experiencing estrangement, conflict, or abuse in families 

and intimate relationships.  

Protect and comfort all who are vulnerable.  

 

Hear us, God, as we sing: 

Yours, Lord, the dominions, 

and power as well; 

yours, Lord, now and always. 

Amen, amen. 

 

 

God of every time and place, you are with us.  

Support ministries of prayer and presence in this congregation.  

Move us to reach out to any who are homebound, lonely, grieving, in 

treatment, or ill.  

 

God of promise, we give thanks for the saints whose faith inspires us, 

especially St. Patrick and St. Joseph.  

Grant us faith to trust in your everlasting love.  

 

Hear us, God, as we sing: 

To you I surrender 

my being, my life; 

all, Lord, I surrender. 

Amen, amen.  



 

 

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our 

hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

NOISY OFFERING FOR THE EMERGENCY FUND 

 

 

DIALOGUE 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup,  

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant  

in my blood,  shed for you and for all people  

for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering his love for us on the way, 

at the table, and to the end,  

we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, 

through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit,  

in your church, without end. 

Amen. 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

You may come forward for communion using the center aisle. After  

receiving bread from Pastor, please take an empty glass from the small 

table. If you prefer grape juice, take a full glass. Proceed to the person with 

the pouring chalice. After receiving your wine/blessing, place your empty 

glass in the basket you will see as you walk toward the side aisle. 

 



 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven.  

Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; 

our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

BLESSING       

 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 



 

SENDING SONG           Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing           ELW #545  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                   Mighty to Save                   Ben Fielding, Reuben Morgan 
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+FOR OUR WORSHIP TODAY+ 
Presiding Minister:  Pastor Joanne Richmond 

AV Team:  Ashe and Fox Zinniel 

Communion Assistant:  Deb Wollin 

Pianist:  Dr. Eddie Kim 

Prayer Reader:  Kim Grapes 

 

 

 

THE DEADLINE FOR ORDERING EASTER FLOWERS IS TODAY! 

Sign up on the bulletin board next to the church office to place your order for 

Easter lilies ($16), mums ($18), and/or hydrangeas ($24).  



 

YOU’RE INVITED—PALM SUNDAY BREAKFAST 

Sunday, March 24, 10:15 am—Fellowship Hall 

The Youth & Family Ministry Team will host their annual Palm Sunday 

Breakfast next Sunday.  The menu includes egg bakes (ham & cheese, 

broccoli & cheese, French toast, and potato & bacon), sausages, fresh fruits, 

muffins, scones, juice, milk, and coffee.  The cost is a free will 

offering.  Proceeds benefit youth events throughout the year, including the  

youth  trip to the National Youth gathering in New Orleans this summer.  

 

2024 LENTEN SERIES: “BRING MANY NAMES”  

Based the hymn of same name, text by Brian Wren, music by Carlton R. 

Young. 

 

Lent 5—Wed., March 20: “Bring Many Names: Young, Growing God” verses 1 

& 5 

 

   Who even imagines God as “young, growing, eager, on the move”? The 

passing  

of time has so compromised the ways we see or call out to God, and our 

understandings of who the God is we reach out to. When you imagine God 

as “young” do you see Jesus? Jesus “said no to falsehood” and Jesus “cried 

out for justice.” In our fourth week of Lent, we name God is this, knowing 

Jesus as God manifest. 

 

Join us before worship from 5:30—6:15pm for a potluck meal. Please bring a 

dish to share.  



 

 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF (LWR) PERSONAL CARE KITS 

Collecting through Palm Sunday, March 24, 2024 

In this season of Lent, our congregation is invited to reach out to our 

neighbors in the most fragile corners of the world and in the most 

challenging circumstances by assembling and shipping Lutheran World 

Relief Personal Care Kits.  

 

Made from common household items, Personal Care Kits help families in 

crisis to feel human, to feel loved, to feel that someone cares.  

 

Each Personal Care Kit contains…  

 1—light-weight, dark color, bath-size towel (between 20”x40” & 52”x27”)  

 2—bath-size bars of soap, in original wrapping  

 1—metal nail clipper (attached file optional)  

 1—sturdy comb, remove packaging 

 1—adult-size toothbrushes, in original packaging* 

 

Our goal is to complete 100 Personal Care Kits.  

 

Thank you for helping give people around the world tools to stay healthy in 

life’s most challenging situations.  

 

· Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an individual toothbrush 

in a business-size envelope; no plastic bags or wrap please. 

 



 

“TIRED & RETIRED” POTLUCK 

Thursday, March 21, 12 noon—Fellowship Hall 

You’re invited to our “Tired & Retired” Potluck. Not “Tired”. Not “Retired”.  

It doesn’t matter!!! Take a vacation day or a long lunch hour. Enjoy fun, food, 

fellowship, and celebrate the start of spring. All are welcome! Young, not so 

young, and everyone in between. See you on the 21st.—WELCA Board 

 

CELEBRATE EASTER WITH US 

Easter Sunday, March 31, 9:30 am 

Join us as we sing, worship, and celebrate the most important day in the life 

of the church. Come hear, for the first time or the 50th, that the best news this 

world ever received came from a lonely graveyard. “He is not here! Christ is 

risen!  He is risen, indeed!” Come see what all the excitement is about. This is 

Christ’s church and there is a place for you here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

St. Joseph’s Day Potluck—Today we will celebrate the feast of St. Joseph 

and our companion synod the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren with a 

potluck after worship. 

 

The feast of St. Joseph (Den Svatého Josefa) is celebrated annually on March 

19th in honor of St. Joseph, the husband of Mary and earthly father of Jesus. 

Joseph is the patron saint of the Universal Church, families, fathers, 

expectant mothers, travelers, immigrants, house sellers and buyers, 

craftspeople, engineers and working people, among others. This holiday 

takes place during Lent, a time of fasting, and the holiday is traditionally a 

meatless feast in Europe. 

 

The Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren (ECCB) was founded in 1918, being 

the largest Czech Protestant church and second largest church overall.  The 

ECCB ordains women and blesses same-sex marriages. The ECCB is 

dedicated to serving people in poverty, seniors, children, Roma and 

immigrants through comprehensive social services. The Czech Brethren also 

sponsor early childhood education centers and schools. They have 

participated in the ELCA International Camp Counselor Program and 

enjoyed youth development. This connection has been renewed with Sugar 

Creek Bible Camp. You can earn more about our companion synod here. 

 

 



 

 
 

LENTEN /HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 
5th Sunday in Lent, March 17 
9:00am Choir Rehearsal 
9:30am Worship 
10:15am St. Joseph’s Day Potluck 
 
5th Wednesday of Lent, March 20 
12:00pm Worship with Holy Communion 
5:30-6:15pm Potluck Meal 
6:30pm Worship 
 
Passion Sunday, March 24  
8:45am Choir Rehearsal 
9:30am Worship 
10:15am Palm Sunday Breakfast in Fellowship Hall 
 
Maundy Thursday, March 28 
12:00pm Worship with Holy Communion 
6:30pm Worship 
 
Good Friday, March 29 
12:00pm Worship 
6:30pm Worship 
 
Easter Sunday, March 31  
9:30am Worship 
 



 
 

 O U R  S AV I O R S  T H I S  W E E K  
POST ON A FRIG, NEAR A PHONE, ON AN ALTAR AND ANY OTHER SACRED PLACE 

CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, March 17, 2024 
Noisy Offering—Emergency Fund 
9am  Choir Rehearsal 
9:30am        Worship/HC 
10:15am     St. Joseph’s Day Potluck 
6:30pm  Y.E.S. A.A. mtg. 
 

Monday    
9am—1pm Office Open 
 

Tuesday    
9am-1pm Office Open 
1—5pm  WCC Open 
4pm  CFS—Doors Open 
4:15—5:30pm Meal Served 
 

Wednesday—Lent 5 
9am-1pm Office Open 
10am   WELCA Board  
12 noon  Worship/HC 
1pm   Art & Faith 
5:30—6:15pm Lenten Potluck 
6:30pm  Worship 
 

Thursday   
9am—1pm Office Open 
12 noon     “Tired & Retired” Potluck 
 

Friday   
Office Closed 
Pastor’s Sabbath 
 

Saturday  
9am—1pm WCC Open 
10am—12pm Breakfast Set-Up 
 

Passion Sunday, March 24, 2024  
8:45am  Choir Rehearsal 
9:30am        Worship/HC 
10:15am     Palm Sunday Breakfast 
6:30pm  Y.E.S. A.A. mtg. 
 

Calendar Notations: 
HC—Holy Communion  
CF—Coffee Fellowship 
CFS—Come For Supper  
WCC—Women’s Clothes Closet 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

HEALING AND PEACE 
 

Ardelle Ender, Athena Burg, Bev Hanson, Carol 
Kant, Connie Garson, Casey Kanter, Cheryl Zoerb, 
Cindy Moe, Dale Duresky, Dan Odenbach, Danielle 
Sorenson, Dave Kjos, Debbie Dukatz, Erik Rudrud, 
Eugene Herold, Gabe Centanni, Jane Speer, Jean 
Koll, Jeannie White, Jennifer Beck-Hicks, Jessie, 
John A., Joyce Gosman, Juliana A., Karen Geoglein, 
Kilian Crary, Lane C., Lloyd Clark, Lois Horne, Kelly 
Olson,  Louis Herlitzke, Margaret Namejunas, Mary 
Covey, Patti Hanson,  Rich Pitz, Robert Onsrud, Rose 
Sabotta, Roxanne North, Rudy Nedvidek, Sally 
Vaaler, Sandy Kjos, Sonja Simonson-Schrag, and 
Tom Cade 
 

GRIEVING FAMILY & FRIENDS OF 
Jacob Johnson, Sarah Twaite, and Rachel 
Muehlenkamp 
 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS IN ARMED FORCES  
Gabriel W. Kleven, Greg Phillips, Ricky Macon, and 
Stacie Phillips 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 
Bethany Matsick  March 18  
Linda Rudrud  March 20  
Mary Rathgaber  March 22 
DeLoris Malmberg March 20  
Dottie Pierce  March 23 


