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OSLC BOOK CLUB 

We have a wonderful group of members who enjoy reading and then coming together for a discussion of  
‘the book of the month’. Talking about books is another way to learn something new about our friends and 
ourselves as we travel our faith journey together. Whether you read one or all of the books, you are wel-
come to join in the book discussion. Please see or call Sandra Hansen (796-9622) if you would like to pur-
chase any of the books. They are also available at the public library. We plan to meet at church on the last 
Thursday of every month at 6:30 p.m. and hope to see you there! 

 

 Our April book is, “The Omnivore’s Dilemma,” by Michael Pollan. The book offers insight 
into food consumption in the twenty-first century, explaining how an abundance of unlimited 
food varieties reveals the responsibilities of consumers to protect their health and the environ-
ment. Pollan's easy writing style and unique approach freshen this contemporary debate.  Our 
book discussion will take place on Thursday, April 29th at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Our May book, “The Silenced,” is by James DeVita.  Consigned to a prison-like Youth Train-
ing Facility because of her parents' political activities, Marena organizes a resistance move-
ment to combat the restrictive policies of the ruling Zero Tolerance party. This is a gripping 
read and adults and young adults will certainly empathize with the characters' conflicts be-
tween self-expression and a desire to fit in. Readers will find the Zero Tolerance credo that 
the state's first priority must be the safety of its citizens to have a chilling resonance with 
statements in the news today. 

 

 Our June book is, “The Help,” by Kathyrn Stockett.  Skeeter returns home to Mississippi 
from college in 1962 and begins to write stories about the African-American women that 
are found working in white households, which includes Aibileen, who grieves for the loss of 
her son while caring for her seventeenth white child, and Minny, Aibileen's sassy friend, the 
hired cook for a secretive woman who is new to town. This is a deeply moving novel.  It is 
filled with poignancy, humor, and hope, The Help is a timeless and universal story about the 
lines we abide by, and the ones we don’t. 

SHARING STORIES and SONGS  

A La Crosse Area Synod gathering to Remember Benjamin Larson  
Sun, April 11, 5 pm, Bethel Lutheran Church, 1931 Loomis St., La Crosse. The program will begin at 5 
pm with a time of coffee-fellowship to follow.  Ben's parents, April and Judd, and family look forward to 
this time to be surrounded by the community that knew, loved and formed Ben over the last 18 years.  
Those who were touched by Ben in a special way are encouraged to submit stories (via regular mail or e-
mail to the synod office) of Ben's impact on their life and/or congregation.  All of the stories will be com-
piled and given to Ben's family as a gift.  Please submit your story before April 1, 2010.  Some of the sto-
ries will be shared at the program on April 11.  In addition, some of the songs Ben wrote will be included 
in the program, as well as other songs of resurrection hope and joy.  If you have questions, please direct 
them to Pastor Libby Howe at 608-788-5000 or assistant@lacrosseareasynod.org.   
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